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RESEARCH into nomadic education
started in Nigeria in 1972- 1 was the result
inerraction with these
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| education in 195052 in Oturkpo, where

' he lived with a police elder brother. It was

I ﬁ-;}lmlntgomknowml:::;
rearers. He saw their plight as
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atter wapomah a young

Dr. Ezeomah sat for his GCE 'O’ and ‘A’
w at a sitting. In 1965, he
| passed out d the University of Nigeria
| Nsukka. While in the university, he was
sponsored by the Sudanic Mission
Adventure. Even as a graduate. Dr.
Ezeomah found out that he still had the
| spirit of helping the nomads. To him, the
fire' has not yet died out.
~Inthe same way the nomads are found
i all perts orthe codntry, so is the friends
tofDr. Ezeomah. He has them in all fields
of life. Thefirst military Governor of Benue:
Plateau, the late Joseph.Gomwatk was -
his classmate. Dr. £zeomah does not only
identify with the 'big shots’ of his friends,
he prides himself in his relationship with
the nomads, whom he said, ‘supplied
them mik while he was a classroom
teacher and vice-principal of lkwoye Girls
Secondary School. This extension of
hospitality informed Ezeomah that the
sorry condition of this infslligent and
amiable people is a challenge T tiim.
| In 1971, he introduced adult education
classes amgng them. The more intelligent
ones ware produced to help In the
teaching and educating others on how to
N i read and write. It was during this initial
| exercise that it ‘'was proved beyond all
reasonable doubt that they are very
intelligent group, and given the opport-
{ | unity any other person has in education,
‘ there was nodoubt that they would excel’.
1 While at Nassarawa and Miango he con-
{ linued with the programme.
| i Forhismaster's degree programme, he
J went o ABU, Zaria 'to investigate the
_attitudes of this people towards formal
“education:..,  take a broader outiook on
“their life pattern’. Honestly speaking, Dr.
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_ written forhelp. It was a tortuous
. “for, since 1979 when they initiat

" UNDP/UNESCO grant for the project!
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Ezeomah dd not make an inch towards
realising his desire: This was caused ny(
lack of finance- wm;.w«b:'
ATC, Zaria, he continued 10 famen‘\m .
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made him write ‘the
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live with Ezeomah. “He pays our
frst "

school fees-

education which still lies eln the o iaion

Institute ucation i in his dealings with us. He
Zaria'. His
iy A o gave is good e condluded.
hw:nmaﬁw:e wmﬁmf This mig.uvnt F In Expmah's opinion, the peasant
couldnots\.pportanyresearchwork;'e?\, >
his research into the field was limited- =
The Uriversity of Jos accepted him in

1976. He revised the earlier proposal and

d it b the research committee of -,
mxmw He received N1 ,800 with :
he went into the bushi ‘1ollqw1ng.
chatting and conversing Wit
fulbe nomdas of Plateau. Gongola and
Bauchi States. Contrary 1o people's /
nwasn'tcrazymhim to research
into the file of this nomads, which many
consider as fixed. His moral was further

Faculty, Professor Cooper. The result ol
his reseacch to which part of it was
i started to create an aware:
his research, the .=
that hinders this people from .
strategies to .
Dr. Ezeomah is & ‘pusher too. While e
tHe Federal Govenment,. in 1978 was
adult education, he wrote
the Federal Ministry of Education that “if
they are taking about every Nigeﬂanl.'
Mrrwi'oﬂailtolndudemenom_ads

l-bwasiwitedtolaoo&mm.“ or fishermen cauld receivesimilar
amangemerts reached a where it antention as the nomads, if really their
. was not only accepted by the Ministry of  workday affects the-education of their

Education, but the UNESCO. 1*. was d\lldn_anarﬂwhen enough h must

mey. . have been made. In essence, Dr. Eze-
he ‘omah was saying that the same situation
idea to UNESCO, it was in 1984 th i e
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for
migrant workers and fishermen of :: 4
Southiecause there is no ressarch in thay
field. “We have passed that stage i
then, they should as well md:qm
provide them with education. ar B
o

ties,
meym.maremyheanﬂeo."aﬁu
Ezeomah's speech. And by the.
know it, there is already @ car waiting for a
joumey into the bush. o i
Dr. Ezeamah, slightly light in compie-

came. Dr. Ezeomah and group, were |
rr-'ta_ndahdtobringoutanindepthsﬁﬂyoni
how 1o er.cate this people and their total {
life pattern. —«pafttern. |

The group divided their work inta eight.
parts viz demography, sosio-cultural as- |
pect, cammunication, economics, human
aspect, animal health and husbandary-

The groups comprise medical doctors, |

educationalsts, sociologist, pharmacysty

economists etc. They based their reports |
on what they got from Plateau, Gongola | {
and Bauchi States. The groups are yet to |

submit their findings compiled in eight |

volumes to the UNESCO. The interest

shown by the UNESCO attracted the |

Federal Governmiznt to the programme. It |
was lauched in 1987 in seven states
including Abuja, Plateau, Bauchi, etc.
From the statistical survey, Ezeomah
conducted for the Federal Government,
which he has submitted for long, showed
that there are about 6.4 million nomads in
the ten norhern states.

Sense of unity andhospitality dominate
Ezeomah. | marvelled when | saw. on
reathing his house for this interview, that
the pecple discussing with him were all
nomads. They came to solicit for his
advice in their problems. That was all.
Aliyu lbrahim, Plateau State School of
Accountancy and Management Studies,
Jos, a Fube Fulani, now living with
Ezeomah spoke lot_a!l me that six of them




